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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12, 13, 14, 15, 18-23, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Cunningham (U.S Patent No. 4,811,486). 

Cunningham teaches (see Figures 1-5) a folding knife comprising a handle (1) 
with a recess formed in the proximal end of the handle (1). A blade (2) is rotatably 
connected to the distal portion of the handle (1) and moveable between opened and 
closed positions. The blade (2) contains a first lock member receiving recess (22) that 
is formed by a bottom wall and to sidewalls extending upwardly therefrom (see Figure 
5). A lock bar (13) is pivotally connected to the handle (1) and moveable between 
engaged and disengaged positions. The lock bar (13) comprises a first lock member 
(14), composed of a bottom wall and two sidewalls extending upwardly therefrom, that 
contacts the first lock receiving recess (22) when the lock bar is in the engaged position 
(see Figure 5). A lock pin (34) is connected to the handle via arm (28) and screw (36) 

and is adjacent to the lock member (14). 

■i 

The folding knife further comprises a second lock member receiving recess 
composed of a bottom wall (24) and a sidewall (24a) extending upwardly therefrom (see 
Figure 3) and is adjacent the first lock member receiving recess. 
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The lock bar further comprises a second locking member. The second locking 
member is composed of a bottom wall and a sidewall extending upwardly therefrom and 
; is adjacent the first locking member (see Figure 1 below, shadowed lines and 
characters added). 




Figure 1 



Furthermore, the bottom wall and the side wall of the second lock member are 
spaced apart from the bottom wall and side wall of the second lock member receiving 
recess when the lock is engaged and the blade is in the opened position. 

Lastly, a spring member (19) is connected to the lock bar (13) and the handle (1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are allowed. 

3. Claims 16, 17, 24, and 25 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 1, 16, 17, 24, and 25 are allowable because they define the position of 
the lock pin as related to the first and second lock members as well as the first and 
second lock member receiving recesses. Although Pardue (U.S Patent No. 5,822,866) 
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teaches the correct placement of the lock bar as compared to both the first and second 
jock members as well as the first and second lock member receiving recesses there is 
no motivation to combine Cunningham with Pardue because doing so would not work 
with Cunningham's invention. 

Claims 2-11 are dependent on claim 1 and are therefore allowable. 
; .s Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

: 5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Brothers et al (U.S Patent No. 5,685,079), Pittman (U.S Patent No. 5,615,484), 
Yerzley (U.S Patent No. 1,056,081), and Nishihara (U.S Publication No. 2005/0044717) 
teach folding knives pertinent to the instant application. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward F. Landrum whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5567. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
:For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



EFL J 
6/20/2006 
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